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9113 Church Steet rManassas, Vitginia 20110-5456 r USA
Telephone: (571)208-0428 Telefax (571) 208-0430

February 11,2011

The Honorable Joe Balyeat
Chairman
Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee
Montana Senate, PO Box 200500
Helena, MT 59620-0500

Dear Chairman Balyeat:

I am writing to express the Automotive Recyclers Association's (ARA) concern about
Montana SB 264 that allows unlicensed and untrained individuals to dismantle and
dispose of automobiles and ask that you oppose the bill.

The Automotive Recyclers Association (ARA), is the leading international trade
association of professional automotive recyclers. ARA represents 4,500 automotive
recycling facilities in the United States and fourteen other countries around the world.
We proudly represent an industry dedicated to the environmentally efficient removal
and reuse of automotive parts and the recycling of inoperable motor vehicles.

In 1994, ARA established the certified automobile recyclers program (CAR). CAR is
set of standards for general business, environmental and safety procedures. CAR is
one of the cornerstones of ARA's efforts to recognize and encourage extraordinary
environmental and safety practices.

ln 2002, ARA partnered with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to develop an
environmental compliance center for automobile recyclers called ECAR. The ECAR
Center is a "one-stop shop" for all automotive dismantling and recycling operations and
provides comprehensive and up-to-date environmental compliance assistance. lts
mission is to help reduce potential impacts on the environment from the automotive
recycling sector through better availability of information regarding various forms of best
management practices, pollution control and prevention and compliance with
environmental regulations.

Our members go to great lengths and cost to properly dismantle vehicles. They
carefully remove, accurately store and properly reuse or dispose of hazardous materials
from vehicles to minimize environmental pollution. This includes acquiring proper storm
water permits and removing and recycling mercury switches. Montana SB 264



undermines these efforts in Montana. lt also sets a bad precedent for other states by
allowing unlicensed and untrained individuals to handle and dispose of environmentally-
harmful waste-stream products and hazardous materials which should be regulated by
both the state and federal authorities.

On behalf of ARA members across the country, I ask that you oppose SB 264. lf you have
any questions, please contact me at (571) 208-0428 or michael@a-r-a.ors.

Sincerely,

fuw*
Michael E. Wilson
Chief Executive Officer
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Chairnmn lllll'cat and mcrnbcrs o1'the comnrittec.

\{} natttcis.lintCarlson. lsupcrrisetheSauititriansandJunkVr:hiclcPrograurin\lissor-rlaCount}. lltarc
been inrolrccl rrith thc Junk Vchicle Progranr since 197{. I unr spcaking on behalf ol'the Citl and Count-r ol'
\lissuula as ucllas \1f:llA rilrich is thc prolc'ssionrl association ol'thc Registercd Sartitarians of \'krttnna"
and A\{f'llO which is thc Association ol'\lontanr Public iiealth Olllcers,

Senatc Uill 16-+ uould crcutc r.l ner\ L'\elnption to alkr* sorleons to dislnalrtle up l() thrce vehicles at a litttc
r.r"ithoutgcttingan'rcckingrcliicl*liccnsc. \\'care inoppositiontothistrillfbrthrccrcasotts:

I . \()t rcquirin-s a liccnsc lirr dismantlirrg- partirrg out and rccr cling r ehiclcs rr ould rnean that thcsc
small tacilities vrould not hr' sub.jcct to thc rcquirenrents of' \{Cr\ 75- 1 0-ri I I u hich requires caclt
tircilitl'to kecp rccords ol'each vchiclc t()u,clher uith thc nanrr and addrcss ol'thc pcrson iiom *hiclt
it was ohtained- certilrcate of title. or shcril|s sale cerlilicrte. or notarizcd bill ol'sale and olltcr
inlirrmation. 'l'his inlomration must bc lr,ailablc to thc ('ount1 and the l)cpartrnent of Justicc, l'hc
purpose of this requircment is to help insure that reclcled and paned out vchicles are legalli'ohtained
auci nol stolen. "l-his requirement has lrclped kccp rchiclc tlrcli b1 chop shops and rccrclers in
\l()ntur'la at a nrinirnunr.

:. 'l'he lrrccking lhcilitl liccnsc requircmcnt lan has helpcd kccp srnall operat(rrrs out of residerttial
backlard settings and enct:uraged lcgitintatc husincss tacilitics in commcrsial arrd industrial settings.
[]1 alloriing small lacilities to recvclc without license. pcoplc uill start doing this in back rards altd
rcsidential scttingli there the operati()n is not r isible lrnrl the strcet but is r isihle to adjacsnt
ncighbors. 

.l"his 
has thc cllbct ol'nraking nci!:hbors nrad and liustrated and cln lrale a signilicant

cll'cct on properl] r alr.rcs.

3. Facilitics thal purchase. crush and shipiunk vehicles ()ut ()l'slate. such as Pasitlc Sieei- pa1'morc
nr()ncv if the t'luids hal,e hesn removcd. ljluids includc gasolinc. engine artd lrattsmission oils.
ratliator fluid anci air conditioning lluids. It has been our cxpL'ricnce that rvhcn backlard rcclclcrs tr1

to gct top dr-rllar lirr r chiclcs hr" rentor ing lluids. ther olien do not dispose ol" r chicle t'luids irr a L"gill
or acccptablc nlan(lr. 'l his lcads to crultlurinntion of aquill'rs. surf"acc rlrtcr ltrd propcrt).

\lontana has a gror"rp of {xistins lrusincssntcrr tlrat do a grcat.job ul'recrciing rchiclcs in a lcgal. non-
invasivc and sustainable tnurror. 

-[-hey 
havc madc 1hc investnre nt irrld rlln their busirrcss to do it right, l)lriase

dru't crcrtc an unneeded lOonht}le lbr othcrs to r"to it \i'rong.


